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FRENCH & FRANCOPHONE 
STUDIES MINOR
Overview
for the Graduate Minor in French & Francophone Studies

The Graduate Minor in French & Francophone Studies provides graduate 
students from programs outside of French the opportunity to pursue 
advanced study of the French language and the literatures, histories, and 
cultures of the Francophone world.

The minor requires 12 credit hours of approved 400- and 500-level 
coursework taught in French, representing at least two distinct subfields, 
and students must demonstrate an advanced command of French during 
the course of study. Designed to complement a wide range of disciplinary 
backgrounds, the minor equips students with linguistic and intercultural 
competencies that enhance their scholarly research and professional 
profiles in fields such as higher education, international affairs, cultural 
institutions, public service, and global business.

Degree Requirements
for the Graduate Minor in French & Francophone Studies

Minor Requirements
The minor requires 12 credit hours, including 8 credit hours at the 500 
level chosen from the courses below or in consultation with the Director 
of Graduate Studies.

Code Title Hours
French Literature Course (choose 1): 4

FR 543 French Studies
FR 571 Seminar 16thC French Lit
FR 572 Seminar 17thC French Lit
FR 573 Seminar 18thC French Lit
FR 574 Seminar 19thC French Lit
FR 578 Seminar 20thC French Lit
FR 579 Seminar in French Literature

Francophone Studies (choose 1): 4
FR 479 Studies in Francophonie
FR 576 Seminar in Francophonie

French Applied Linguistics (choose 1): 4
FR 417 Topics in the History of Romance 

Languages
FR 418 Language & Minorities in Europe
FR 419 Techniques in Translation
FR 485 French for the Professions
FR 529 Studies in French Linguistics

Total Hours 12

Other Requirements
Requirement
Students must demonstrate a minimum of Advanced Low Proficiency on 
the ACTFL scale (B2 CEFR)
It is at the discretion of the major degree department to determine which, 
if any, of the courses used to fulfill the minor will also be used to fulfill 
the requirements for the graduate major degree.

Learning Outcomes
for the Graduate Minor in French & Francophone Studies

Upon completion of the Graduate Minor in French & Francophone Studies, 
students will be able to:

1. Demonstrate advanced command of the language.
2. Analyze, interpret, and synthesize complex cultural, literary, and/or 

linguistic materials from the Francophone world.
3. Articulate interdisciplinary connections between French and 

Francophone studies and their primary field of Graduate study.
4. Employ culturally responsive and ethical frameworks when engaging 

with Francophone texts, communities, and research contexts.

Contact Information
for the Graduate Minor in French & Francophone Studies

Department of French and Italian (https://
frit.illinois.edu/)
Department Head: Eleonora Stoppino 
Department of French and Italian, 2090 FLB, Mc-178 
707 S. Mathews Ave. 
Urbana, IL 61801 
(217) 333-2020
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