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ACCOUNTING FOUNDATIONS, 
CERT
for the Graduate Certificate in Accounting Foundations (online)

The Accounting Foundations Graduate Certificate combines technical 
knowledge in financial and managerial accounting with professional 
competencies in critical thinking, communication, leadership, and 
strategic decision-making. Students will study the principles, concepts, 
and methods used to record and report the transactions and activities 
of a business entity, as well as the tools and processes to analyze 
accounting information. Students will also apply their knowledge to 
practical, real-world problems via experiential learning opportunities. 
Career opportunities for students who complete the Accounting 
Foundations Graduate Certificate include positions in audit and 
assurance services, corporate accounting, taxation, consulting and 
advisory services, and in governmental and not-for-profit entities.

Admission 
To learn more about this graduate certificate, including details about 
the admissions process, visit the Accounting Foundations Graduate 
Certificate (https://giesbusiness.illinois.edu/graduate-hub/gies-
professional-credentials/accounting-foundations-graduate-certificate/) 
website.

for the Graduate Certificate in Accounting Foundations (online)

Graduation Requirements 
Minimum Cumulative GPA: 2.75 
Minimum hours required for certificate completion: 12 hours 
Students who have successfully completed the Accounting Foundations
certificate may use the certificate to satisfy the following degree 
requirements, provided they apply and are admitted to the degree 
program:

4 - 8 hours of core coursework and 4 - 8 hours of elective coursework 
requirements of the iMBA degree program 
4 - 8 hours of core coursework and 4 - 8 hours of elective coursework 
requirements of the iMSM degree program 
8 - 12 hours of core coursework and up to 4 hours of elective coursework 
requirements of the iMSA degree program

Code Title Hours
Required
ACCY 501 Accounting Analysis I 4
ACCY 502 Accounting Analysis II 4
Elect one course from the following:
ACCY 500 Accounting Measurement, Reporting, and 

Control
4

ACCY 503 Managerial Accounting 4
ACCY 517 Financial Statement Analysis and Valuation 4
Total Hours 12

for the Graduate Certificate in Accounting Foundations (online)

Chair of Department: Michael Donohoe 
Director of Graduate Studies: Justin Leiby 
Associate Director of Graduate Studies: Ashley Lamb

Department website (https://giesbusiness.illinois.edu/accountancy/) 
College website (https://giesbusiness.illinois.edu/)

Graduate Admissions (https://grad.illinois.edu/admissions/apply/) 
Gies College Admissions & Requirements (http://catalog.illinois.edu/
schools/gies-business/academic-units/)

360 Wohlers Hall, 1206 South Sixth, Champaign, IL 61820 
(217) 333-0857 
Department email

Information listed in this catalog is current as of 04/2025
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